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DRAFT NOTES (Dec.10, 2011): Métis Nation Constitution Workshop  
 
Prepared for: France Picotte, Chair Métis Nation of Ontario  
 
Panel Session: Sunday, December 11 - 4:00 – 5:00 pm 
  
Protecting the Family and Rights of Family Members 

• Judy Mayer, Manitoba Métis Family & Child Services 
• France Picotte, MNO Health Services  
• Melanie Omeniho, President, Women of the Métis Nation 

 
Introduction 
 
Good afternoon.  
 
I will to begin by providing a brief overview of the Métis 
Nation of Ontario and its evolving relationship with the 
Government of Ontario as well as the important issues 
around child welfare governance.  
 
Then I will briefly touch on key principles that ought to be 
respected and upheld in terms of protecting the Métis family 
in the expression of Métis Nation self-governance.  
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Overview of the Métis Nation of Ontario  
 
In 1993 the Métis Nation of Ontario was established through 
the will of Métis people and communities coming together to 
create a governance structure for the implementation of the 
Nation’s inherent right to self-government in the province of 
Ontario.  
 
It’s foundational principles, which continue to drive the Métis 
Nation in Ontario, are focused on: 
 
• Pursuing a rights-based agenda and proudly asserting 

the Métis existence as a distinct people 
 

• Protecting and preserving the culture and heritage of 
the Métis Nation 

 
• And improving the social and economic wellbeing of 

Métis children, families and communities throughout the 
province.  

 
Based on the pursuit of these principles, the MNO has built 
an impressive, accountable province-wide delivery structure 
to help meet the social-economic needs of our citizens and 
communities.  
 
• Currently the MNO delivers programs and services in 

the areas of housing, employment and training, and 
healing and wellness. And 
 

• There are over 30 delivery access points across the 
vast province of Ontario employing over 175 
employees.  
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The MNO is very proud of what we have been able to 
accomplish.  
 
We have been able to prove the ability of our governance 
structure to effectively deliver essential programs and 
services.  
 
This has created a foundation to build a professional, 
accountable community-based public service that is more 
and more responsive to the needs of our people.  
 
Our track record will only help open the door to further 
opportunities.  
 
As we strengthen governance, our collective capacity to 
assume control over policy, programs and services relevant 
to the Métis family will also be enhanced. 
 
Essentially, we know what is best for our children, our 
families and our communities.  
 
As Métis, we have persevered as a result of strong united 
families who, throughout our history, endured many 
challenges and took efforts to protect and ensure the very 
existence of Métis as a proud, distinct people.  
 
MNO-Government of Ontario 
 
On November 17 2008, the MNO signed a Framework 
Agreement with the Government of Ontario.  
 
The MNO-Ontario Framework Agreement commits the 
parties:   
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• to enhance the wellbeing of Métis individuals, families 
and communities  

 
• to improve the access that Métis people have to health, 

education and social supports aimed at closing gaps in 
the quality of life AND 

 
• to improve effective participation in the development of 

provincial policies that affect Métis people.  
 
There have been significant breakthroughs in recent years 
including the successful negotiation of a Métis Voyageur 
Development Fund (that President Lipinski will be 
addressing later on the agenda) as well as advancing 
interests in the area of lands, resources and 
accommodations. 
 
The MNO has been involved in the provincial Aboriginal 
Healing and Wellness Strategy since 1999.  
 
Through AHWS we are delivering over $6 Million annually. 
Through this health programming, we are able to do a 
number of things for the Métis family and these are just a 
few examples: 
 
• assisting the elderly in getting to medical appointments  

 
• providing prevention supports to high risk families with 

young children and 
 

• facilitating mental health access through video-
conferencing units which are available in 23 MNO 
service sites across the province to psychiatrists 
through Providence Care at Queen’s university.  
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Ontario has recently announced the indefinite renewal of 
AHWS. We would like to think that government sees 
investments in Métis families, our health and wellbeing – our 
skills and education – as being important from an economic 
point of view.  
 
Government is aware that it could not perform the 
governance function of the MNO. It knows that it could not 
produce the same results.   
 
As Métis governments, we do perform a public service and 
play an important role in protecting the family.  
 
This role is important not only in terms of program delivery 
but also in our ability to contribute knowledge to public 
policy. 
 
The MNO is involved with the Ministry of the Attorney 
General which is providing resources to us for province-wide 
front-line Victim Services.  
 
We are also involved with Joint Working Group on Violence 
Against Women with 9 provincial Ministries and other 
partners.  
 
The MNO supports the Strategic Framework to End Violence 
Against Aboriginal Women and is involved in activities like 
providing trauma training to our front-line workers and 
working proactively with families at risk for the purposes of 
prevention.  
 
The Women’s Secretariat of the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(WSMNO) has held two summits in recent months including 
a Summit addressing violence against Métis women.  
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Despite the inroads we have been able to make with the 
provincial government, there is still much work to be done 
especially in the area of child welfare and child welfare 
governance.  
 
What could be more fundamental to the protection and 
survival of our families, communities and Nation than the 
health, wellbeing and protection of our children?  
 
To look into why the Government of Ontario is spending $1.4 
Billion every year on child protection and assess what it is 
getting in return, a Commission was struck to “Promote 
Sustainable Child Welfare” 
 
(Comment on the name): “Sustain Child Welfare” why would 
we want to sustain the need for state intervention in the lives 
of our families? In a perfect world, there would be no need 
for child protection at all. And if we are going to set out to 
sustain something it should be “the wellbeing” not the 
“welfare” of our children.  
 
The Commissioners have a three-year mandate to make 
recommendations on matters such as government policy, 
accountability structures, funding and legislation. There are 
only 10 months remaining in its mandate.  
Unfortunately, the Commission has largely excluded the 
Métis from its work on Aboriginal child welfare.  
 
In legislation and regulations, clear and precise language is 
essential. In terms of the child welfare regime, Métis are 
getting lost in the term “Aboriginal” and therefore are not 
able to benefit from culturally safe family supports.  
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Throughout history, our families were strong and, if we were 
unable to provide for one and other for whatever reason, our 
extended family and the larger Métis community would step 
in and take on that responsibility.  
 
This is one of the reasons kinship is key to protecting our 
families and sustaining our community. 
 
Métis families in Ontario are not benefitting from culturally 
appropriate services nor do they have access, through child 
welfare system, to supports of the broader Métis community.  
 
Métis children are at the heart and soul of our communities 
and the entire child welfare regime is a cause for concern.  
 
The MNO expects to be meeting in the near future with the 
new Minister of Children and Youth Services. 
 
We intend to succeed in prompting the government of 
Ontario to fulfill their legal and constitutional obligations to 
Métis children and families in Ontario starting with 
meaningful engagement in the child welfare review 
underway.  
 
The Broader Context/Concluding points  
 
When we think about how to protect the Métis family in the 
context of our self-determination, we should be mindful of 
the principles related to children that are found in various 
international instruments including the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  
 
Following years of negotiation, in 2007 the United Nation’s 
General Assembly adopted by resolution the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  
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The first year anniversary of Canada’s endorsement of the 
United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples recently passed. And unfortunately there has been 
no engagement with the Métis Nation on implementation.  
 
Among other things, the Declaration recognizes “the right of 
indigenous families and communities to retain shared 
responsibility for the upbringing, training, education and well-
being of their children, consistent with the rights of the child” 
 
These rights ought to be respected and upheld by all 
governments (whether to be federal or provincial) that we 
are dealing with.  

These rights ought to also be respected and upheld in any 
expression of Métis self-government.  

We also must pay particular attention to the rights and 
special needs of children, youth, elders, women and men.  

It is clear that empowerment and exercising jurisdiction is 
critical in protecting the rights of the Métis family. 

A well-done constitution will increase our ability to care for 
our families.  

Families come in different sizes, shapes and forms.  

A constitution based on principled ideas, equal rights and 
respect for jurisdiction will enhance our ability to protect the 
family and rights of family members.   


